
	

1. Could you please explain more about 
the finances of the project?

The proposed wind farm is expected to generate around
£37 million a year for Shetland’s economy, of which £23 million would
return to the Shetland Charitable Trust as profits.

For over 30 years Shetland’s oil funds have helped support subsidised 
care for the elderly and those with special needs; well maintained 
infrastructure; frequent cheap internal transport links; direct support for 
the arts, environment, heritage and voluntary sectors; as well as a network 
of community halls and several leisure complexes.

But the funds from the oil industry are depleting. Shetland now needs to 
generate income in order to retain and expand upon our present
standard of facilities and services, and maintain a secure financial future
for following generations.

To generate the expected returns the Shetland community would 
be expected to share the capital cost. Most of this would be sought 
commercially with a proportion met from existing community funds. 
However, this is only if the project continues to demonstrate confidence of 
greater returns to the community than the alternatives.

We would enter into legally-binding power purchase agreements that
would be fixed for a minimum price and minimum duration to ensure
repayment of any investment.

2. What do you mean by community 
benefit?  Will we get free electricity?

 

The wind farm will provide payments for localised community
benefit. Collectively these payments will amount to well over £1 million
per year.  It will be up to individual communities to decide how this
money is handled.

Free electricity provides little incentive for people to reduce their fuel
consumption, which has an important role to play in helping to reduce
carbon emissions. On the other hand, using this same money for
energy efficiency measures provides people with long-term savings on
their energy bills, regardless of fuel type. 

 

 

3. Why does the project have to be so big?

The project has been developed on the principle that Shetland can benefit 
from exporting electricity.  The project is dependent upon the introduction 
of an electrical sub-sea cable to the Scottish mainland.  This connection 
will feed the local grid and export the surplus, bringing economic benefits, 
skilled employment and providing the potential to unlock some of the 
enormous potential of Shetland’s wave and tidal energy resources.

For any connection to be economically viable there must be a critical mass
of development to afford the associated charges. Small projects simply
cannot afford these charges. The proposed design meets the balance 
between justifying the connection, with benefit to the global environment 
and local community funds, and minimising the impact to the local 
environment.

4. What about the environment?
 
Shetland’s environment is one of its best assets. But like every other asset,
it needs investment or it will certainly deteriorate. We believe the single
biggest threat to Shetland’s environment is climate change. Studies show
that the condition of the peat around the site and the viability of wildlife
breeding areas are already declining. The wind farm represents an
opportunity to provide valuable investment into this area.

If the project continues to be developed in the manner we intend then this 
wind farm  will be capable of making a genuine positive difference to the 
global, national and local environment.

How to show your support

This wind farm is about the future of Shetland. Viking Energy has been 
asked by many people how they can express support for the project.   
There are many ways you can do this:

1.	 Fill in the tear off slip below and send it to  
the Scottish Government’s Energy Consents Unit

2.	 Write a letter using the new tool on our website  
www.vikingenergy.co.uk

3.	 Email the Energy Consents Unit at:  
energyconsents@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 

Send to:  
The Scottish Government,  
Energy Consents Unit,  
Meridian Court,  
5 Cadogan Street,  
Glasgow G2 6AT

#

Viking Energy’s application to build a wind farm in Shetland is a major step towards securing 
a strong economic future for our Islands.

Around the time of our exhibitions over 300 people submitted comments and questions 
about the development.  We’d like to thank everyone who left comments, the majority of 
which were supportive of our plans.

Many of the questions were similar.  We’ve picked the top four and answered them below:

Why should you  
support the wind farm?

*	I support the Viking Energy Partnership Wind Farm 

Name: (IN BLOCK CAPITALS)

Address:

									         Postcode

Signed 									         Date

Viking Energy Partnership Wind Farm


